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God Forgives

Lesson 18, Kindergarten

Lesson 18 Goal
• Your child will explore the 

concept of forgiveness and 
how God’s great love for 
us makes us want to please 
him even more.

Scripture offers us many examples of forgiveness and reconciliation. In 
Luke 7:36–50, we read that while Jesus is dining at the house of a Phar-
isee, a woman known by others to be very sinful (probably a prostitute) 
enters the house. She is weeping and washes Jesus’ feet with her tears. 
She then anoints his feet with expensive, sweet-smelling oil. The Phari-
see is very troubled by the woman’s presence and is particularly appalled 
that Jesus is allowing such a sinful woman to touch him. Jesus answers 
this concern with a parable about a creditor who forgives a large debt, 
saying that those who have been forgiven much will show great love. 
Jesus teaches that no sin is too large to be forgiven. We can always bring 
our failures to God.
 Because God has shown us love and mercy, we should also be willing 
to love and show mercy to one another. In the Lord’s Prayer, we ask God 
to “forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.” 
Our ability to receive God’s gift of forgiveness depends in part on our 
openness to share that gift with others.

Refl ection Question
Who do I need to forgive? Whom have I forgiven?

Parent Refl ection

Key Points
• God forgives us when we do 

wrong things.

• God will help us do better if 
we ask for his help.
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Lesson Preparation
Before inviting your child to sit with you for lesson time, prepare all materials. 

Materials

❏	 Family Activity Sheet

❏	 crayons, colored pencils, or markers

❏	 Activity Master #17 

❏	 safety scissors

❏	 drawing paper

❏	 Activity Master #2 – Saint Page (Keep the 
saint page from each lesson to gather  
together a Communion of Saints Book  
created by your child.) 

Preparation Steps

❏	 Make sure your child has a copy of 
Activity Masters #17 and #2 (includ-
ed with this lesson).

 Gathering
Create a prayerful space. You might place a can-
dle on the table, or set a cross in front of you. 
Invite your child to join you in quietly preparing 
for prayer. 

Say the following or similar words: “Now that we 
are in this prayerful space, let us find the quiet in 
our hearts so we can talk with God.”

Sit together for several seconds of shared silence. 

Say, “Jesus talks about forgiving. What does it 
mean to forgive someone? When someone has 
hurt your feelings, what do you do?” (Possible 
responses: deciding in your heart that you can still be 
friends, no longer feeling angry, stop thinking about 
what happened, being glad you are still friends)

Say, “When Jesus talks about forgiving, he tells 
us that God always forgives us when we do some-
thing wrong and are sorry. Can you think of a 
prayer that has the word forgive in it? We pray 
this prayer here sometimes, and you may have 
heard it at Mass too. It is called the Lord’s Prayer. 
Sometimes it is also called the Our Father. It is 
the prayer that Jesus himself taught his friends. 
In it, we ask God to forgive us when we do some-
thing wrong. And God always, does! In the Lord’s 
Prayer, we say a word that seems hard to under-
stand. The word is trespass. It means when some-
body does something wrong. In the Lord’s Prayer, 
we ask God to forgive us our ‘trespasses,’ or in 

other words, we ask God to forgive us in the same 
way we forgive others for what they have done 
wrong to us.”

Begin in prayer:
Make the Sign of the Cross together or bless your 
child by tracing a cross on his or her forehead: 
“In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. Amen.”

Say, “Now let’s take a minute to pray quietly, 
just in our hearts. Think of something you did 
that was wrong. Then quietly remember that 
God forgives you and always, always will. 
(Allow a short silence) Now we will pray 
the Lord’s Prayer. You can listen or pray aloud 
with me. Listen for the place where we pray 
about God forgiving us.”

Together, pray the Lord’s Prayer.

 Discovering
The Prodigal Son. Turn to the first page of the 
Activity Sheet and read about the Prodigal Son. 

Ask your child, “When do you forgive others? 
When have you been forgiven?”

Turn to the second page of the Activity Sheet. Ask 
your child the “Ask Me!” questions and review 
the answers. 
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Exploring
Use the following activities to enrich your child’s 
understanding of the lesson and of our Catholic 
faith.

1. What’s the Order? Turn to the drawing in 
the main activity of the Activity Sheet (center 
pages) and invite your child to describe what he 
or she sees. Give your child crayons or colored 
pencils. Explain the activity to your child and 
have him or her complete it. 

2. Forgiveness Story Puzzle. Give your child a 
copy of Activity Master #17 and help him or her 
read the words written on the heart. Invite your 
child to color the puzzle, cut it out, and see if he 
or she can put the pieces back together to make a 
heart.

3. The Communion of Saints: Saint Antho-
ny of Padua. Show your child the picture of 
Saint Anthony of Padua on the Family Activity 
page and read about him. Then read more about 
Saint Anthony to your child (see below).  

Ask your child:

◗	 “How can Saint Anthony’s message of being 
kind and honest help you?”

Have your child write and draw about Saint An-
thony using Activity Master #2.

 Sending
Pray for your parish with your child. Begin 
by making the Sign of the Cross together, or bless 
your child by tracing a cross on his or her fore-
head. Pray the Our Father aloud with your child. 

Saint Anthony of Padua
Changing People with Words

Anthony was a friar, which is a special type of 
priest. He worked in a small hospital, lived sim-
ply, prayed, and studied the Bible.

One day, Anthony sat in a church with many 
others for a special ceremony. When the person 
who was going to speak never came, Anthony 
was asked to speak. Of course, everyone knew 
Anthony wasn’t prepared for this. But when 
Anthony began speaking, he was terrific! He did 
such a great job that Saint Francis, the man in 
charge of all of the friars, sent him a letter tell-
ing Anthony that his new job was to teach.

Anthony traveled to many places. When he 
came to a town, people stayed all night in the 
church so they wouldn’t miss his talk the next 
morning. Stores closed for all the townspeople 
so that they could listen to him. After Anthony 
finished, the listeners were so touched by his 
words, they went to others that they had an-
gered, asking forgiveness. People who had stolen 
things brought them back, saying they were sor-
ry. If someone had told a lie, that person admit-
ted it, and asked to be forgiven.

Anthony’s words were his gift from God, and 
these words changed people.
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Lesson 18 Activity Master 2
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